
How Equity 
Officers Can Be 
Engaged with 
ARPA



Background

– The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) passed in March of 
2021.

– Provided $1.2 billion in direct funding to Washington cities.

– Cities received their first half of funds last year. Will receive 
their second half of funds this summer.

– Cities have until 2024 to obligate and 2026 to spend funds.

– Final Rule was published in January 2022.



How cities can spend ARPA funds

– Public health efforts

– Support residents as well as local businesses and non-
profits (direct cash assistance, grants, loans)

– Replace lost public sector revenues

– Provide premium pay for essential workers

– Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure



How you can help

– Community Engagement

– Finding economic disparities

– Identified underserved communities



Community 
Engagement
• City of Lakewood began outreach efforts 

during the Summer of 2021

• Developed an internal plan to engage 
with community groups.

• Conducted community survey as well 
as stakeholder meetings and one-on-
one interviews.

• Feedback guiding city's decision on how 
funds should be spent.



Finding economic 
disparities
• City of Kenmore launched "Kenmore 

Cares" to address urgent local needs.

• Partnered with local school district 
foundation.

• Providing direct cash assistance to 
qualifying local residents.

• Using this program and other 
engagement opportunities to direct 
future ARPA spending.



Underserved 
Communities
– City of Walla Walla is investing in local 

infrastructure to improve access to local service 
providers.

– Senior Center served as a lifeline for residents 
during the early stages of the pandemic.

– Resurfacing the parking lot will improve ADA access 
and allow for pandemic support activities to 
continue.



Questions?
Jacob Ewing | jacobe@awcnet.org
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